The  Nature  of Crowds

to some by birthright the capacity of dominating others?
Men in their crowd-relations are "such stuff as dreams
"are made of." The drama, says Walkley, is a kind of
hypnotic agency, "the mental state of a theatrical audi-
"ence resembling that of a man in a dream, half-way be-
"tween complete illusion and absolute non-illusion."
What is the cause of this hypnotic condition? We talk
vaguely of animal magnetism, without knowing that
such a force exists. How does a brain send a message
bidding the hand to close? Is the brain a battery and is
the message in the nature of a telegram? Does man
send out wireless messages without knowing it, and is
there some unrecognised coherer in the make-up of other
individuals that can receive them? Every one of us has
at some time, the most phlegmatic perhaps only in their
early youth, experienced the strange emotion of being
raised out of his normal state into a condition of enthu-
siasm which the ancients likened to intoxication, where-
fore they cultivated Dionysiac Mysteries. What is it
that happens in us at those times? Has it something to
do with our subconscious self, if indeed there be such a
thing as a subconscious self at all? This is a vague
region into which Science is only beginning to search a
way, but in that region, vague as you please but real
none the less, the phenomena of the crowd are produced.
There the forces exist by which it is swayed; there the dim
consciousness it has of life; and it is there, when this
unknown land shall have been penetrated by an explorer
of genius, that the secrets of crowd-life and of much else
that we long to understand may some day be revealed.
One who, like the present writer, treads with doubtful
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